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The mission of the Friends of the Page Walker Hotel is to enrich the community by serving as guardian for the Page Walker Arts & History 
Center, by advocating preservation of Cary historic sites, by archiving history and facilitating history education, and by promoting the cultural arts. 
 

 

From the President 
By Ed Yerha 

Hello ñFriendsò! There's been a lot of 

news since our last newsletter. 

Hundreds of folks turned out for our First 

Annual Herbfest in May despite record-setting 

95-degree heat. We are already formulating 

plans for the Second Annual Herbfest next May. 

Speaking of annual events, our Historic 

Preservation Program Series continued with 

another installment of ñWhat Have We Got to 

Lose?ò, the video presentation that makes us 

aware of Cary's many historic structures and of 

the diligence required to preserve them. Along 

those lines, we are extremely excited that the 

Town Council adopted Cary's Historic 

Preservation Master Plan, the first of its kind 

in North Carolina. It was the result of much 

work by town staff, outside consultants and 

individual Cary citizens. Several Friends 

members served on the Advisory Committee. 

We look forward to working with the Town to 

help put the plan into action. Progress continued 

on the restoration of the White Plains (a.k.a. 

Nathaniel Jones) Cemetery, thanks to Anne 

Kra tzer, the Town of Cary and the cemetery's 

great neighbors on Tolliver Court.  

     We also have the pleasure of welcoming 

Marilyn Butler, Ilene Cummings, Michael 

Edwards, Jillian Goldberg and Olene Ogles to 

our Board of Directors. They all bring their 

unique talents to the Board, as well as a keen 

interest in preservation and in the arts.  

(see ñPresidentò on p. 2)  

Big, BIG Event! 
PBS Appraiser 

Wes Cowan to 

Lecture & 

Appraise in Cary! 
By Lisa Englert 

Antiques and collectibles appraisers on 

television programs such as The Antiques Road 

Show and Cash in the Attic delight audiences 

each week with the surprising treasures hiding in 

their homes. Now citizens of Cary and the 

Triangle can share in the excitement of that 

experience at two related events hosted by the 

Friends of the Page-Walker Hotel in September.  

On Friday, September 17, the Friends 

present noted PBS antiques appraisal expert, 

Wes Cowan, owner of Cowan's Auctions in 

Cincinnati and star of PBS television series 

History Detectives, for a special program entitled 

Discovering the Past through Objects: 
Adventures of a Real-Life History Detective. 

Through popular television shows such 

as History Detectives and CSI, the public is 

learning more about the importance of historical 

and archival institutions and the role they play in 

maintaining historical records. In what promises 

to be an enlightening and entertaining evening, 

Cowan will offer his unique perspective on the 

evolving role of these institutions, the changing 

landscape of the antiques market, and share 

some of the interesting adventures heôs 

encountered.  (see ñCowanò on p. 2) 
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Cowan (continued from p. 1) The program begins at 7:00 p.m. in the Main Gallery of the Page-

Walker Arts & History Center on the Cary Town Hall Campus. Cost is $30 per person and includes a 

wine, cheese and dessert reception. Purchase tickets online at http://www.friendsofpagewalker.org. 

On Saturday, September 18, the Friends host their first-ever Antiques Appraisal Fair from 10:00 

a.m. ï 4:00 p.m. inside the Page-Walker Arts & History Center. If you wonder if  that ñpriceless antiqueò 

youôve been holding on to is really worth something, here is your opportunity to discover if you possess a 

treasure! Wes Cowan and his team of expert appraisers will examine fair-goersô items and give a verbal 

appraisal of their value. During the Fair, Cowan and his team will evaluate: historical Americana, 

including political memorabilia, early photography, documents and manuscripts; decorative arts, 

including pottery, glassware and china; and paintings, sculpture and works on paper. Please note that fine 

jewelry, stamps, coins and firearms WILL NOT be appraised. The cost is $10 per item; each person can 

have up to three (3) items appraised. To avoid long lines and delays, tickets to this event are being sold in 

30-minute intervals. Purchase tickets online at http://www.friendsofthepagewalker.org. A purchase 

confirmation must be presented at the door for admission to the Fair. 

Along with your items, bring any related hand-written or typed identifying information about your 

collectibles. Rather than transporting a large piece of furniture, bring a drawer and/or a photograph. All 

items must fit through a standard door, and participants must be able to move or carry their item(s) 

throughout the event (sorry, no dollies or carts will be provided). Fair-goers may need to use stairs or an 

elevator to participate. Bring a small, lightweight portable chair if you have difficulty standing for long 

periods of time. Refreshments and box lunches will be available for sale to guests while they wait. 

ñThe Friends of the Page-Walker are thrilled to welcome such an esteemed expert as Wes Cowan 

to Cary for these first of their kind events,ò said Friendsô President, Ed Yerha.  ñConsidering Wes's 

reputation and the popularity of antiques appraisal events in general, a sell-out is expected.ò  Yerha 

encourages anyone who wants to participate to purchase tickets early. All of the proceeds from both the 

Wes Cowan program and the Antiques Appraisal Fair will benefit the Friendsô ongoing historic 

preservation and archival efforts.  Both events are co-sponsored by the Town of Cary Parks, Recreation 

and Cultural Resources Department. 
 

 

President (continued from p. 1) We also look forward to working with two new Teen Council 

representatives, Kristen Chung and Sanjana Prabhu. Cathy Richmond has assumed the role of 

Secretary, Brent Miller  is our new VP and I have the honor of serving as our new President. Gaining 

new Board members always means that we must say good-bye to others. We are extremely grateful to 

Cindi Baker, Hal Bowman, Joy Mellon, Bob Myers and teen rep Yeshi Xie for their dedicated service. 

The good news is that most of them will stay active as members of the Friends even though their Board 

terms may have expired.    

     Speaking of members, if you have not yet renewed your annual membership or wish to join the 

Friends for the first time, now is the time to do so. Please consider combining your annual membership 

with the purchase of season tickets to the upcoming Winter Concert Series!  The Concert Series begins 

in October and looks especially appealing this year. And please visit our website to purchase your tickets 

to the Antiques Appraisal Fair in September. This is the biggest Friends event in many years! You'll 

love it! 

Finally, a huge thank-you to our Past President, Peggy Van Scoyoc. Peggy did an exceptional job 

and demonstrates a passion for this organization and its mission. Definitely a tough act to follow! òThank 

you, Peggyó from all of us. 

http://www.friendsofpagewalker.org/
http://www.friendsofthepagewalker.org/
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Winter Concerts By Lisa Englert and Kris Carmichael 
The Friends are pleased to announce our 2010 ï 2011 Winter Concert Series. All performances 

except Love Bits & Bites are held on Sundays at 4:00 p.m. at The Page-Walker Arts & History Center in 

the Heart of Cary. With the remarkable performances lined up this season, we anticipate that they will 

sell out quickly. Concert patrons are encouraged to purchase season tickets as early as possible to 

ensure a seat at each of these events. Advance season tickets may be purchased for $75 at 

http://www.friendsofpagewalker.org by registering to attend the Winter Concert SeriesðSEASON 

TICKET event. A season ticket purchase includes preferred seating and one additional free ticket to any 

performance. Tickets for all performances may be purchased at the door for $15, subject to availability.  

Sunday, October 17: Classical Interlude ð Solo, Duet & Ensemble: This concert features performances by Eric 
Dyke, NC Symphony double bass player; Bill and Matthew McHenry, father and son French horn players from Cary; 
and the Raleigh Civic Symphony and Chamber Orchestra Ensemble. 

Sunday, November 21: Little Windows (Mark Weems and Julee Glaub): Little Windows returns for a second 
Winter Concert Series with a mix of Appalachian and Irish music and traditional originals, especially unaccompanied 
ballads. Little Windows tours nationally and abroad, focusing on pure voice with tight harmonies with instruments 
including guitar, fiddle, banjo, flute, piano and bodhrán.  

Sunday, December 19: Mountain Aires: Mountain Aires is a group of young acoustic musicians from Wake 
County. Their award-winning style reflects a mature sense of creativity, beauty and excitement. The group blends 
traditional acoustic music, including bluegrass, Celtic, folk, old-time and holiday tunes.  

Sunday, January 16: Brian Reagin (Carole J. Wright Memorial Concert: Brian Reagin, noted violinist and 
Concertmaster of the NC Symphony, returns as a Winter Concert crowd favorite. Reagin captivated audiences with 
his brilliant performances in 2007 and 2008. This year he will treat concert-goers to a classical repertoire on his 
Lorenzo and Tomasso Carcassi violin made in Florence, Italy in 1763.    

Sunday, February 20: Cary Playersõ Love Bits & Bites 2011 ð The Sixth Sense: A favorite Cary Players holiday 
tradition, this sixth-annual production of the PG-13 Valentine's Day show Love Bits & Bites is an all-new collection of 

scenes, one-act plays 
and songs that celebrate 
the charm, magic and 
mystery of love 
(sometimes bitter, 
sometimes sweet, often 
funny). Two acts on 
each of two floors of the 
Page-Walker Arts & 
History Center are 
performed; the audience 
changes floors at 
intermission (after 
enjoying complimentary 
chocolate confections 
and coffee)!  

 

http://www.friendsofpagewalker.org/
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Save the Date for these Friends Events 
For more information about any event, contact the Page-Walker Arts & History Center at (919) 460-4963 or 

info@friendsofpagewalker.org 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM ς Tuesday, October 26, 7:30 PM 
More Mysteries and Secrets: Exploring Cary-Area Cemeteries  

There's something mysterious about cemeteries. As we pass them, our thoughts begin to fly: Who rests there? What joys 
and sorrows surrounded their lives? Where are their families - with them, or far, far away? Join The Friends of the Page-
Walker Hotel as they explore the mysteries and secrets held by local cemeteries, identifying the resting places of historic 
figures and bringing to light the more obscure facts and questions from both prominent and well-hidden burial grounds in 
Cary and its outskirts. Tuesday, October 26, 2010 at 7:30 PM at the Page-Walker Arts & History Center in Cary. Free and 
open to the public.  

ANTIQUE APPRAISAL FAIR HOSTED BY THE FRIENDS OF THE PAGE-WALKER ς  
Friday, September 17 & Saturday, September 18 

VIP Event ς Friday, September 17, 7:30 PM at Page-Walker Arts & History Center 
Purchase tickets while they last online at www.friendsofpagewalker.org  

Discovering the Past Through Objects: Adventures of a Real-Life History Detective 
Wes Cowan, owner of Cowan's Auctions in Cincinnati, Ohio and star of the PBS television series History Detectives and 
Antiques Roadshow, offers his unique perspective on the evolving role of these institutions, the changing landscape of the 
antiques market, and share some of the interesting adventures he's encountered. 
 

Antique Appraisal Fair ς Saturday, September 18, 10:00 AM ς 4:00 PM at the Page-Walker 
Purchase tickets while they last online at www.friendsofpagewalker.org 

9ǾŜǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ άǇǊƛŎŜƭŜǎǎ ŀƴǘƛǉǳŜέ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΚ IŜǊŜΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ 
find out! Purchase tickets while they last to attend the Friends first Antique Appraisal Fair. Antiques expert Wes Cowan and 
his team of appraisers will examine your items and give verbal appraisals of value. Please see article on pages 1 ς 2 of this 
newsletter for restrictions on items that can be appraised. Tickets are limited; purchase tickets while they last. Proceeds from 
ǘƘŜ CŀƛǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ǘƘŜ CǊƛŜƴŘǎΩ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŀƭ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΦ
 

Preserving White Plains CemeteryéPart 2 
By Anne Kratzer 

 

 In the previous issue of The Innkeeper, the importance of White Plains Cemetery, located in 

Maynard Oaks subdivision, was presented. It is the oldest existing site in Cary that can be traced to one of 

our earliest settlement families, the family of Nathaniel Jones. 

During the winter, members of the cemetery committee ï Pat Fish, Peggy Van Scoyoc, Anne 

Kratzer  and Page-Walker supervisor Kris Carmichael  ï met with Frank Parker  of Parker Monument 

Company in Knightdale to discuss our preservation plans. On March 10, 2010, Frank and his assistant, 

Mark, removed the temporary slab on top of Rachel Perryôs box tomb and replaced it with a newly 

engraved marker, installed nine marble markers designating the burial areas of the other family members, 

and moved displaced fence stones to their original location. Frank and Mark are meticulous craftsmen 

and the results are stunning! We are so appreciative of members of the former Cary Historical Society, 

particularly Irene Kittinger  and Ed Clayton, for transferring the Society funds designated for the 

cemetery to the Friends so that we could complete this restoration project. 

The Friends also met with Lyman Collins, Director of the Townôs Cultural Arts Division; 

Facilities Maintenance Division Manager Larry Dempsey; Kris Carmichael , Supervisor of the Page-

mailto:info@friendsofpagewalker.org
http://www.friendsofpagewalker.org/
http://www.friendsofpagewalker.org/
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Walker Arts & History Center; and Public Works staff member Jim Canavos to discuss ways to improve 

the historic site. Before installing new markers, the Public Works staff, guided by Kevin Steed, removed 

underbrush and cut dead branches and decaying trees. After the marker installation, Public Works staff 

spread mulch to form a natural path through the cemetery so that visitors can view the cemetery 

respectfully. During the first week of May, the partnership between the Town and the Friends was most 

evident. Kevin Steed and his staff delivered several flats of periwinkle starters to the cemetery for 

planting. Pat Fish coordinated the volunteer efforts and was assisted by Lois Nixon, Barbara Wetmore, 

and John, Elaine, Olivia and Charlie Loyack who lovingly planted the periwinkle in the ground. The 

ground is now stabilized and the cemetery is serene. Public Works staff will visit the site each season to 

ensure that it meets impeccable Town standards. The Friends will continue to provide volunteer services. 

The cemeteryôs next-door neighbors, John and Elaine Loyack, mow the cemetery lawn and provide 

shelter when we visit the cemetery. Kudos to all of our volunteers, the Loyacks, the Town of Cary, 

especially the Public Works staff, for their invaluable assistance. 

 

New grave markers (foreground) and restored Rachel Jones tomb (background) 

Photo by Kevin Steed 

The next major step is the installation of an interpretative sign so that visitors are aware of the 

historic importance of the Jones family and burial site. The Friends collected images and background 

information with great support from the NC Archives, Office of State Archaeology and the UNC-CH. 

With input from Kris Carmichael, Rob Garner and Rick Knapp, Town employees at the Page-Walker, we 

designed the sign for the Town to fabricate. We are so appreciative of the support of Lyman Collins and 

the Cultural Arts Department, and Pam Simons, who will develop the official Cary sign for the site. 

Hopefully, with the next Innkeeper edition, we will have a community gathering to celebrate the sign 

installation and completion of the restoration. We are so proud of our heritage!!! 


